
 

 

PANEL MODERATOR 

Glenn Scharf 

Saltmarsh, Cleaveland & Gund 
Glenn is a shareholder in the Tax & Accounting Services Department of and the 

leads the firm's Value-Added Tax Service Practice which includes Research & 

Development Tax Credit analysis and IC-DISCS. Prior to joining Saltmarsh in July 

2003, he had been working in the public accounting field since 1991 for several 

large, international firms in Atlanta, Georgia upon graduating from the University 

of Florida. Glenn has a broad range of expertise providing taxation, accounting, 

process engineering, business consulting and tax management solutions services 

for a number of the firm's clients including manufacturing, technology, real 

estate, telecommunications, healthcare, family-owned businesses and individual taxpayers.  

Glenn has a Master of Accounting from the University of Florida and a B.S. in Accounting from the University of 

Florida.  He is a Certified Public Accountant in Florida and Georgia and a Certified Valuation Analyst through the 

National Association of Certified Valuators and Analysts. Professional Affiliations include the American Institute of 

Certified Public Accountants and the Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Community Affiliations 

include:  All Sports Association Board Member, Regatta Bay Golf Club Advisory Board of Governors, Temple Beth 

Shalom Treasurer and the Okaloosa County Economic Development Council’s  Executive Committee. 

 

Sam Blowes 

Bit-Wizards 
 

Sam Blowes is the Director of IT and a Cloud Solutions Architect at Bit-Wizards, 

providing cloud-based, managed services for small and medium sized business, 

and assisting enterprise clients migrate their businesses to—and integrate with—

Microsoft’s cloud platform, Azure. He’s a technology enthusiast in many areas, 

and is a creative problem solver. 

 

Growing up in England and Europe afforded him the exposure to learn several 

skills from many places. From programming to computer assembly and repair, 

from graphic design to video editing, and on multiple platforms, Sam has worked 

as an IT professional on several continents and is experienced in multiple 

operating systems and platforms. Sam has been doing web design since the late 

90’s, even before the days of CSS.   
 

Having worked extensively in the non-profit sector, Sam has designed network infrastructures, technical systems, 

and custom digital workflows for churches, media companies, and international missions’ organizations all over 

the world.  
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Dr. Dallas Snider 
University of West Florida 

Dr. Dallas Snider is an Associate Professor and Chair of the Information Technology 

Department at the University of West Florida. Dr. Snider teaches data mining and a 

variety of database courses. He is currently involved in research projects with the 

U.S. Navy, the Andrews Institute, and the Florida Department of Health. Prior to 

working at UWF, Dr. Snider worked as a database application developer for 

Northrop Grumman and Acxiom Corporation.   

 

 

 

Dr. Guillermo Francia III 

University of West Florida 
Dr. Guillermo A. Francia, III joined the University of West Florida Center for 

Cybersecurity in 2018. Previously, Dr. Francia served as the Director of the Center 

for Information Security and Assurance and held a Distinguished Professor 

position at Jacksonville State University. Dr. Francia is a recipient of numerous 

cybersecurity research and curriculum development grants. His projects have been 

funded by prestigious institutions such as the National Science Foundation, 

Eisenhower Foundation, Department of Education, Department of Defense and 

Microsoft Corporation. In 1996, Dr. Francia received one of the five national 

awards for Innovators in Higher Education from Microsoft Corporation. He served 

as a Fulbright scholar to Malta in 2007 and a US-UK Fulbright Cybersecurity 

research scholar to Imperial College London in the United Kingdom in 2017. Dr. Francia is the recipient of the 2018 

National CyberWatch Center Innovations in Cyber Security Education — Faculty Development Category Award.  

 

 

Dan Sligar 

CTE Cybersecurity, Robotics 
Daniel Sligar teaches Applied Cybersecurity & Applied Robotics at Crestview High 

School and has been with the Okaloosa County School District since 2013. In the CTE 

Cybersecurity Institute, students learn to protect against cybercrime as they immerse 

themselves in an interactive environment of hardware configuration, hardware and 

software troubleshooting, operating systems, and computer networking. Students 

learn how information is encoded into digital packets, how it is transported across 

local networks, and how organizations interconnect over the Internet backbone.  

Prior to joining the OCSD, Dan served as the CIS&T Systems Manager at the 

University of Nebraska. He managed day-to-day needs of a medium-sized computer network for the college of 

information science and technology. He ensured that critical servers remained patched to vulnerabilities and 

firewalls updated to mitigate invasion and downtime and managed a team of undergraduate students working to 

gain experience in the field and provided them special projects to hone their skills in various areas of the 

operational computer field. 
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